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It’s a picture of
God'’s deep love for
us...
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The LORD make his face shine upon you

I've always loved that
benediction. When | read
these paragraphs by

Jane L Fryar she brought
these words to life.
Thought maybe you would
enjoy it too.

Imagine yourself alone in
a huge crowd moving from
one place to another.
Imagine the faces of
20,000 strangers looking
back at you as you look
around at the crowd. Now
imagine that you spot a
face in the crowd-a face
you know. In fact, that

face is the face of the
person you love most of
all on the entire earth.
From across the street,
you and your loved one
exchange smiles-smiles of
warmth, affection, love
and approval. And you
begin to move through the
crowd toward one
another.

That’s the picture painted
by the phrase “the Lord
make his face shine upon
you.” It’s a picture of
God'’s deep love for each
of us as his individual
children. It’s a picture of
affection and acceptance.

Lenten Service
Wednesday, April 1% at
Harvest Assembly.

April 4™ Easter Egg Hunt
for up to 5" grade, 9:00am

The last Lenten Service
for the Cluster Churches
will be at 7:00 p.m. on
Palm Sunday, April 5"

Nameoki UMC will host a
Maundy Thursday
Communion Service at
7:00 p.m. on April 9"

April 10 Good Friday
service is at Niedringhaus
UMC at noon.

Easter is April 12",

Holy Humor Sunday is
on the 19" of April. If you'll
remember last year, you
were invited to bring short
jokes, uplifting anecdotes,
one liners or funny
testimonials to tell during
the late service. “Let us
bow are heads and
laugh!” Please be sure to
join us. Laughter is good
for the soul!

The first of the
Barbeques start on April
24" & 25" along with
the EMB Rummage Sale.

As a special help for those
who need assistance to
bring items to the church

And it’s a picture of the
intense commitment in our
Lord’s heart that draws us
ever closer to him and
evokes our love for him in
return. He loves each of

us-one by one by one.
Be Blessed by Jane L. Fryar

Can you picture this
scenario in your mind?

| would hope this would be
the scene for all of us, that
God sees us and extents
his love no matter where
we are. May God bless
you this Easter and may
the Lord’s face always
shine upon you!

for the Rummage Sale, on
Sunday, April 19" the
Youth Group has
volunteered to carry your
items from your car to the
Fellowship Hall.
Remember no computer
items, or large furniture.
Call the office with any
guestions you may have
at 877-1936.

The Mother Daughter
Banquet is scheduled for
May 11" at 6:30. Tickets
go on sale April 1%. You
can purchase a ticket from
Mary Karoly or Betty
Stone for $6 each.
Deadline is May 3".




Check out our web site
at nameokiumc.org.
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Thank You

Thanks to Becky Pate for
her choreography and the
Youth for their wonderful
performance during the
Lenten service on Sunday
evening, March 22",

Thanks to all who had a
part in the nice meal you
provided after the funeral
of Betty Mathis. We
appreciated it very much.
Betty’s in laws, Larry and Marie
Mathis

Dear church family; |
thank you for your prayers

If you are reading this you
have gotten the
Messenger by some
method, either by e-mail,
or the web site or picked
up a copy at church. Be
sure to let us know if there
is anyone that still needs
to have this mailed to
them.

We will be sending our
Easter and Christmas
letters through the regular
mail. From time to time
there may be other letters
that may have to go

Relay for Life

Relay for Life time is
nearing! Walker’s Walkers
Il is officially registered.
Our event will be held at
Tri-Township Park in Troy,
IL on June 12-13. Please
help us raise the funds
needed to find a cure for
cancer. If you want to join,
give us a call at 797-2126

and cards. Thanks to the
little ones for the
valentines. Love and God
Bless you all, Ruby Gunderson

The Breakfast Ministry
continues to serve many
persons and plates each
Saturday morning. This is
really great news, and we
are so happy that we can
accommodate these large
numbers. This is only
possible through the
dedication and
faithfulness of committed
churches and their
congregations. Thank You!

through the post office
too. We haven't totally
done away with the bulk
mail yet.

Check out our web site at
nameokiumc.org, there is
all kinds of valuable
information and pictures
too. A HUGE THANK
YOU to Karen Smith for
taking care of our site for
us!

Please Note: We will be
posting the bi-monthly
Council Meeting minutes

or see us after church.
Thanks for your help.

Walker & Charlotte Ervin

The Relay for Life team
has angel candle holders
available for a donation to
go to the American
Cancer society. Ask
Charlotte or Walker Ervin

Thank you Liturgists
for 2009;

March —Rachel Beasley
April- Walker Ervin

May- Kaylin James
June- Vic Gehling

July- Myna Hedden
August-Karen Beasley
September- Tom Nance
October- Rachel Beasley
Nov. - Kaylin James
Dec.- Walker Ervin

Thanks again to Loretta
Hahn, and Byron & Luan
Briner for their help with the
newsletter each month!

on the bulletin board, as
well as the minutes from
the Finance Meetings.

The Pastor Talent Show
to benefit the area Faith
in Action is Friday, April
24" at 7:00 p.m. The
event is at the Granite City
Township Hall, at 2060
Delmar Ave. Tickets are
$10 in advance and $15 at
the door. Children 12 and
under are $5.

The Youth Group Face
Auction and Pot luck is
scheduled for April 26" at
5:00 om.

for details. There is an
angle candle holder sitting
on the secretaries’ desk, if
you want to see what they
look like.

They are still looking for
survivors to walk with
Walker’'s Walkers.




Missions

The KIDS IN MISSION
will be collecting loose
change in April fo go to
Brad and Maria Festers
Bible Translation
Ministry through
Wycliffe bible
Translators to the
Mpyemo people in Bilolo,
Central Africa Republic.

Nu sani yo kwang'
Nyyambe go, ya' a be.
With God all things are
possible - Luke 1:37 in
Mpyem

Much work has been done
and much more remains

ahead. We at Nameoki
have a part in carrying out

the Great Commission as
we support the ministry of
Brad and Maria. Current
emphasis is on the
translation of the Gospel of
Luke and to dub the audio
for the Campus Crusades
‘Jesus” film in Mpyemo
language. Any language
project entails more than
just translating the Bible.
Translators also have to
show people how to use
the Bible in their daily
lives. And in some cases
(like theirs), they have to
teach people to read. Brad
says "We are constantly
reminded of our weakness
and of our need to rely on
God’s strength to make it

Hope you're a
recycler ©! poyou
remember 2 years ago
when you were given the
directories in a folder with
three holes? Well this
year’s directory pages will
take the place of those
pages,( hence recycling
the folder ). If you can’t
locate yours, you may
want to pick up a binder or
another three-hole folder
for the current directory.
The directories and
birthdays will be available
soon.

Surely you have noticed
the credenza in the
sanctuary. It turned out
very nice. Steve says the

motor will be installed
soon. “We’re just about
there,” he says. The curbs
and the rest of the
concrete for the parking
lot in front is scheduled to
be poured next week,
weather permitting.

The canopy will take a
little bit more time. It will
have to be ordered and
then made specifically for
the building. Things are
moving forward though!

all happen. Through your
prayers, gifts and
encouragement, you also
have been part of helping
this project. We want to
thank you from ourselves,
and on behalf of the
Mpyemo people. Our hope
is that just as we learn and
grow from reading God'’s
Word in English, the
Mpyemo and other
peoples of CAR will be
able to do the same in
their language and that
God will use it to transform
lives and communities.”

Barbeque Schedule for
this year is as follows:

April 24 & 25
Men’s Group

May 22 & 23
Walker's Walkers

June 19 & 20
Youth

July 17 & 18
Youth

August 21 & 22
Evangelism

September 25 & 26
Finance
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If you want to know why
Patty likes purple so
much...

The eyes of the Lord
watch over those who
do right, and his ears
are open to their
prayers.

1 Peter 3:12 NLT

Have you noticed a lady
around here always in
purple? She drives a
purple car, wears purple
nail polish, writes with a
purple pen and has purple
Christmas lights? That
person is Patty Lanz, our
church treasurer. She has
been coming to Nameoki
since she was 15 years
old. Patty is married to
Roger and has 2 children
and 5 grandchildren.

Since Patty has been
attending here she has
been active in the choir,
bell choir, youth group and
children’s ministry. She is
currently the Sunday
school co-superintendent,
camping coordinator, VBS
co-chairperson and our
volunteer church
treasurer, and has been
for the past 10 years.

Don’t know how she finds
the time to take care of all
of the stuff for the church
and work full time too. But
her favorite job of all is
being “grandma”. When
you ask about her
grandchildren her face
lights up, there are always
stories to share.

Roger enjoys hunting and
they both like to camp.
Patty says he also
“enjoys” building the
Vacation Bible School
sets and props. He
spends all of his spare
time now rehabbing their
house in Collinsville. “He
is a perfectionist,” she
says. “so everything has
to be just right, it's going
to be awesome when it’s
finished though.”

When she isn’'t with the
grandchildren she spends
her spare time reading
and enjoys going to the
movies.

If you want to know why
Patty likes purple so
much, you'll just have to
ask her yourself. She is
here for Sunday school
and the late service nearly
every week. If you don’t
know her please introduce

yourself, you'll be glad you Here’s a Spring time book

did!

mark just for youl!




One Word Short of a Great Sentence

Have you ever heard of
the little poem which says,
“Spring is sprung, the
grass is ris’, | wonder
where the birdies is?”
Well, that’s cute, but |
would much rather you
remember the words from
one of the ‘Family Circus’
kids who said, “This may
be Good Friday, but
Sunday is gonna be even
gooder.” If | had to tarnish
the English language, this
saying has a better
purpose.

| share these fractured
quips, because if you're
like me, occasionally, |
butcher the English
language. Oh yeah, |
know that fact might
distort your perception of
me, but actually | am a
mess sometimes. When
my mom heard me preach
for the first time, she later
disclosed to me over
lunch, “Tim, I'm so sorry
that | taught you to use
words like that and
mispronounce other words
intentionally.” I'd like to
think that she just added
character to my
presentation. What | am
finding in myself, though,
is this. | am one word
short of a great sentence
and one closing statement
away from a good
sermon. Do you feel like
that now and then? |
smile when | say this
because | am aware that
my words will always fall
short of the true glory of
God who is beyond
description. No matter
how hard | try to measure

my words carefully, | find
that it is incredibly difficult
to describe the wonder,
the mystery, and the love
of God. But on the other
hand, not only is falling
one word short of a great
sentence acceptable to
God, it is preferred. When
you and | attempt to
describe God or pray to
our Lord from our hearts,
it is genuinely you who is
opening up to God, and
you are sincerely focused
on your hearts truest
feelings. That is why it
becomes wonderful to
hear the child say that
Easter Sunday will be
even gooder.

In the Book of Revelation,
John is trying to describe
the indescribable, so he
uses imagery that he
knows best and stirs his
heart the deepest. He
talks about streets of
transparent gold, a throne
which shines like a
diamond, huge pearls as
gates and other glistening
jewels as he describes the
colors of heaven. This
falls right in place with a
story I've been told about
a well known artist,
Leonardo da Vinci who
used to keep jewels on his
painting board so as his
eyesight would diminish,
he would never lose the
imagination of rich colors
as he blended his paints
and designed some of his
famous portraits.

| sense that as | am
growing older, | need the
Holy Bible so | can check
if my journey is still in step

with the richness of God’s
colorful imagination. | can
compare, with the help of
the Holy Spirit, how | am
doing with my spiritual
walk as compared with the
luster of God’s design for
me. And lastly, | can
ensure that my
understanding of God is
on target through dialogue
with other believers, the
body of Christ, and not
just a select few friends.

I will serve God with a
willing mind, even though |
may be slipping with age.

I choose to offer my
prayers and my praises to
God, even though my
words will fall short. God
sees what’s in the heart
which matters more than
anything. Often people
will site that church people
are rotten to the core; they
are hypocrites, so those
who criticize won’t be part
of a fellowship that
entertains fraud. Granted,
none of us are perfect, but
it is good to know that we
are on a journey to grow
closer to God, everyone of
us. And isn’t it wonderful
to know that God will
invite us into the throne
room especially when we
don’t deserve it.

God doesn’t expect us to
be perfect; that is why
Jesus took our nails on
the cross of suffering and
shame. You know, I'd like
to end this article with a
bang, but you know me,
I’m just one closing away
from an excellent article.
Oh well. Take care.

Tim's Tub Thumping

‘I am aware that my
words will always fall
short of the true glory of
God who is beyond
description.”




Just for Grins

1900 Pontoon Road Easter Humor

Granite City, IL 62040 Q: How do you catch a
unique bunny?

PHONE: A: Unique up on it.

(618) 877-1936
Q: What do you call ten
rabbits marching
backwards?

FAX:
(618) 877-1937

E-MAIL: A: Areceding hareline.
m.nameok|umc@charterlnternet Q: Why are people always
tired in April? A: Because
they just finished a march.
@ut when they looked up,
they saw that the stone...
had been rolled away.
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This month’s study is on
justification and the
resurrection.

Please join us for our
special Palm Sunday and
Easter Worship services.
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Our Service Times
We're on the Web! Which service will you be
See us at: attending?

Nameokiume.org 8:15 a.m. Informal Service

9:15 Sunday school for all
ages / Nursery provided

NAMEOKI UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1900 PONTOON ROAD

GRANITE CITY, IL 62040

Return Service Requested

April 2009

In God We Trust

Q: What grows between
your nose and chin?
A: Tulips

Q: Do you know how
bunnies stay in shape?
A: Hareobics

Q: What did the rabbit say
to the carrot? It's been
nice gnawing ya.

Q: What type of movie is
about water fowl?
A: A duckumentary

Don’t forget about our
Holy Humor Sunday on
April 19" during the late
service. The joke is on the
devil for Christ has indeed
risen from the dead!

Join us every Wednesday

evening for a potluck and
Bible Study at 5:15!

10:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship Service

Sunday Evenings
4:00- 6:00 Jr. High Youth
5:00-7:00 Sr. High Youth

Wednesday Evenings
5:15 Potluck
6:15 Bible Study

Look forward to seeing
you here!
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