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In this issue: 

Pastor Tim receives  

an award  

 Nameoki steps up… 

 Tim‟s Tub Thumping                    

  

 

 

  A Publication of Nameoki United Methodist Church                            

     “If you want to keep 
happy and healthy, try 
being an „inverse 
paranoid‟, says Dr. Rich 
Bimler, a Lutheran pastor 
and father. “An inverse 
paranoid is someone who 
thinks everyone is out to 
make him happy.  
     “Try it. It works. Just 
imagine everyone you 
meet is trying the same for 
them.”  
     Dr. Bimler, a JN 
consulting editor and 
president of Wheat Ridge 
Ministries in Itasca, IL, 
writes in his book Angels 

Don’t worry, be happy! 

Goals for the new year 

 Annual Conference June 3-6 

 An Annual Conference 

includes all United 

Methodist churches in a 

geographically defined 

area. Lay and ministerial 

members of the Annual 

Conference have the right 

to vote on all constitutional 

amendments and 

delegates to General and 

Jurisdictional 

Conferences. Members 

establish the budget for 

the Annual Conference 

and vote on all matters 

related to the 

organizational life of its 

agencies and institutions. 

The Annual Conference 

members are responsible 

for the program and the 

Can Fly Because They 
Take Themselves Lightly: 
     “You and I are called 
by God to be happy. To 
be happy does not mean 
that everything has to go 
right, and that problems 
and frustrations 
disappear. A happy 
person in the Lord is one 
who knows from where 
strength and comfort 
come.” 
     He advises Christians 
to “live joyfully in the 
forgiveness that is yours 
each day.”  
HOLY HUMOR                

Cal and Rose Samra 

The minister, leading 
prayers, was being carried 
away by his own 
exuberence. He began:   
“O Thou, who rulest the 
raging of the sea and 
calms the fierceness of 
the winds…” He then 
seemed to lose himself for 
a moment, but soon 
carried on: “…bless our 
wives.” 
--The Desert Wind 

 Scottsdale Arizona 

 
Here’s a suggestion: in a 
journal, each morning, 
write 5 things you are 
grateful for. In a month 
look at your list. What a 
wake up call! 
 

 
Memeorial Day to most is 
considered the day in 
which we remember those 
who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice in the service of 
our country.  It was 
formerly known as 
Decoration Day, to 
decorate the graves of 
those who died in the war. 
“Decoration Day” was first 
encacted to honor Union 
soldiers of the American 
Civil War. Later, it also 
included  World War I and 
came to include all 
American casualties of 
any war or military action.  
At Nameoki UMC we 
remember those who lost 
their lives in the military as 
well as those loved ones 
who were members of our 
church that we have lost 
throughout the year. On 
May 24

th
, during our  late 

service, a flower will be 

administration of the work 

of the Annual Conference 

and its local churches. 

Only ministerial members 

vote on all matters relating 

to ministerial membership 

and ordination. The 

membership of the Annual 

Conference consists of an 

equal number of lay and 

clergy members, and at 

least one lay person from 

each pastoral charge is to 

be a member. 

 Dictionary for United 

Methodists  

 

 

Church Humor 

A certain church found 

itself burdened with a very 

tedious and self-centered 

pastor for a couple of 

years. Then came the day 

when he was called to 

another church. He 

announced his resignation 

by saying, “Brethren, the 

same Lord who sent me to 

you is now calling me 

away.”  There was a 

moment’s silence and 

suddenly the congregation 

rose and began to sing, 

“What a Friend We Have 

in Jesus.” 

  

The book, Strength for 

Service to God and 

Country, was published in 

1941, shortly after the 

attack on Pearl Harbor.  
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      Pator Tim is the Recipiant   
      Partners in Peace Award  

  

There really is so much 

that goes into these 

barbeque fund raisers it 

truly does take an army of 

volunteers. Every single 

person is needed and 

appreciated for all they do! 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU    

to the volunteers who 

helped with the concrete 

work out in the front of the 

church! 

 

Thank You  

 

 As many of you may 

know, Pastor Tim has 

been on the board for the 
Prevention of Family 

Violence for many years. 

This week he received an 
award from the Third 

Judicial Circuit Family 

Violence Prevention 

Council – It reads, “In 

recognition of your 

continued commitment 

and support of the 

Council‟s Mission to 

eliminate family violence.”                                

It‟s not important so much, 

Pastor Tim receives an award 

Do they ever stop? 

 

There are about 18 

individuals from Nameoki 

UMC who have 

volunteered to become 

part of the team of 

Walker‟s Walkers for the 
Relay for Life. Many 

others have donated  by 

purchsing items from the 

Walker‟s Walkers fund 

Members of Nameoki UMC Step Up to Help 

 
 

 

Betty May sends her 

thanks to all; for the 

kindness, prayers and 

calls through her illness in 

the past week. She 

extents a special thanks to           

Pastor Tim.  

Thank you to our ushers 
in June: Dennis, Karen & 

Rachel Beasley and      

Tom Schildman. 

Liturgist: Vic Gehling 

 

  

Congratulations 
2009 Graduates! 

 

Jake Asperger 

Jake plans to attend 

Eastern Illinois University, 

pursuing a degree in 

education and a minor in 

business. 

 

Matthew Greeling 

Matt plans to attend SIUE 

and major in pharmacy.  

 

xxxThanks to all those 

who gave of their time to 

attend the Forged in the 

Fire workshops. These 

workshops were to help  

learn about spiritual 

disciplines, analyze the 

communities’ un-

churched, and to provide 

radical hospitality and 

irresistible evangelism to 

our members. 

Prayer for Good Cheer 
     “O Father, save me 
from the depression that 
comes from accepting 
every gloomy prediction 
and every bad news story 
as though they were the 
whole truth. May your 
grace help me not to be 
anxious about tomorrow, 
but to live witht the trust 
that enables me to cope 
with today. 
 
          --Reginald Hollis 
       
 
 
 
 
 

; Marilyn Bernaix, Erla 
and Jerry Mainer, 
Margi Gehling, Becky 
Pate and Jenifer 
Spiroff, for the 
beautiful music 
throughout the fall 

that Pastor Tim received 

the award, but that he is 

recognized for continually 

trying to make a 

difference. More than a 

“congratulation” to Pastor 

Tim, maybe we should 

thank him for his 

willingness to step out of 

his comfort zone and help 

those who need someone 

else to step in.  

The Community Faith 

Committee‟s goal is to 

educate people on the 

different agencies and 

churches that will provide 

help before they result to 

violent acts.  The 

committee also explores 

ways to help victims of 

abuse find healing and 

hope. The Prevention 

Council recently held a 
workshop titled “What Do 

You Do When the 

Sidewalk Ends?” at Alton 

Memorial Hospital. 

 Thank You, Pastor Tim, 

for your efforts to make a 

difference! 

 

                       

xxxxxxxxxNameoki UMC, 

she officially joined the 

church on April 19
th
.  

Welcome aboard, Julie! 

The Masters Voice Choir 

will perform their summer 

musicals on May 2
nd

 at 

7:00 pm, and at  2:00 p.m. 

on May 3
rd

 at Suburban 

Baptist Church. 

Congratulations to Sarah 

Elizabeth Stone and 

Andrew Lee Green who 

will exchange their 

wedding vows here at 

Nameoki on May 16
th
,  

raisers.                                  
The Relay for Life to 

benefit the American 

Cancer Society is June 

12
th
 & 13

th
 at the Tri 

Township Park, in Troy, 

IL., for the communities of 

Troy, Maryville, Granite 

City, Pontoon Beach, 

Madison and Venice. The 

opening Ceremony begins 

at 6 pm.  You can honor 

survivors or purchase 

Luminarias  to help find a 

cure for cancer. The fight 

for a cure is an ongoing 

battle but with 

commitment, 

determination and the 

work of volunteers, we will 

keep trying.  

Visit their website: 

www.relayforlifetroy.com 
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June is Heifer Project 

Month for “KIDS IN 

MISSION” loose change 

offering. We pay for 

rabbits, bees, goats, or 

llamas; and they are given 

to needy people around 

the world. In the first 

litter of these animals, 

they PASS ON THE 

GIFT of one pair of 

rabbits, a goat, etc. to 

another needy family. 

And the gift goes on, but 

it started here with you. 

Thank you for sharing.  

 

 

Missions 

For Your Information 

 

Help is needed to clean 

storm debris in Jackson, 

Williamson, Franklin and 

Saline counties of 

Southern Illinois following 

the wind storm and 

tornadoes of May 8
th
.   

There are currently 613 

sites registered for 

assistance with debris 

removal just in Marion, 

Herrin, Enery, Royalton 

and Carterville alone. 

Much help is needed 

throughout the area. 

Teams are also requested 

at Little Grassy Camp. If 

you wish to work at Little 

Grassy and need lodging, 

please contact Rev. Peter 

Ryan at the number listed 

Volunteers are needed 

 

 
 

  

 

 

:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

 
 

GOD’S WILL FOR US 

Just to be tender, just 

to be true;                 

Just to be glad the whole 

day through;               

Just to be merciful,          

just to be mild;              

Just to be trustful as a 

child;                               

Just to be gentle and 

kind and sweet;                 

Just to be helpful with 

willing feet;                     

Just to be cheery when 

things go wrong;                

Just to drive sadness 

away with a song,  

Whether the hour is 

dark or bright;           

Just to be loyal to God 

and right;                  

Just to believe that God 

knows best;                  

Just in his promise ever 

to rest;                      

Just to let love be our 

daily key;                     

This is God’s will, for you 

and me.                                                       

                 --Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

who is desperate for 

food impact of this 

ministry, one lady 

commented, “Well, it 

renewed my faith in God 

more and also in human 

beings. It also makes me 

know that other people 

care about my well being. 

All of the ones I have 

met are just wonderful.” 

This witness of God’s 

love is made possible 

through the generosity 

of caring people like you. 

Thank you for helping to 

touch so many lives.  

Please give what ever you 

feel you can. Or if you 

would like to volunteer 

please call Diane 

Copeland at                

877-9020. 

Thank you for caring! 

 

If you should have any 

below.  

To schedule a work team 

call Rev. Pete Ryan, the 

Cache River District 

Disaster Response 

Coordinator, at             

618-771-0366.  

This letter was dated   

May 19
th
. I would think 

they still need help, please 

call the number above for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

This year’s Bible 
School is titled “Camp 
Edge”. It  begins on 
July 19th and runs thru 
Thursday, July 23rd 
from 6:00 – 8:30 each 
evening.  

Volunteers are needed 
for teachers, helpers, 
and other areas. 
Please see Linda Ames,          
Patty Lanz, or Bev 
Nance if you can lend 
a hand.  
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Perhaps you have seen 

Linda Wozniak (pictured 

above) some time during 

the morning worship 

services. Linda sings in 

the Chancel Choir, is in 

the bell choir, is a Sunday 

School teacher and she is 

the church Council 

secretary. She has been 

in, and served on, many 

different committees here 

at Nameoki. 

Linda is married to Greg, 

her husband of 39 ½ 

years and they have three 

grown children and four 

grandchildren. She has 

always lived in Granite 

City, except for 2 years 

when then lived in 

Springfield in their early 

marriage.  

Linda says she has come 

to Nameoki UMC for 35 

years. She says she was 

looking for a new church. 

Her aunt, Phyllis Mitchell, 

Getting to Know You 

 

Linda says her children 

grew up in this church 

and “this is home!” 

 

 

  

She loves to work with 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Check with Pastor Tim 

for the next membership 

class. Our doors are 

always open, stop in or 

make an appointment if 

you have questions. 

 

 

 for new members or 

questions regarding 

membership! 

and her family members 

attended here. Linda 

decided to visit Nameoki 

UMC and liked the 

experience.  Rev. Bill 

Fester invited her to 

become an official 

“member”, so she joined 

Nameoki UMC in 1973.  

Linda says her children 

grew up in this church, 

and, “this is home!” Her 

brother and sister, and 

their families, are 

members here as well. 

She says she loves to 

work with children, 

although she has a soft 

spot for animals too.She 

writes poetry and songs. 

“The best times, though, 

are times spent with my 

family, especially the 

grandchildren,” she says. 

Linda has worked at     
Sure Vision Eye Center 

for 23 ½ years. In fact, it 

was while working there 

that she met Karen 

Beasley and invited her to 

church. “So, you can 

blame me for her too,” she 

says. Linda loves people 

and loves to be involved.  

When asked to tell 

something about herself 

that most people wouldn‟t 

know, her reply was “I like 

to talk”.     With all due 

respect Linda, I think we 

kind of knew that…                          

DAD                   

BY Linda Wozniak 

Dad is awesome!                    

Dad is great!                     

Dad always support 

you; Dad is first rate! 

Dad is loving,                

Dad is kind.                

And, when you try his 

patience,                         

He really doesn’t mind!                     

Dad is a hero,                 

A playmate, a star!                

Dad is your biggest 

fan-He knows that 

you’ll go far!                                    

Dad is there to catch 

you                        

If you start to fall.             

Dad is never far away      

He’ll come each time 

you call.  

                                 

Dad will be beside you                

No matter where you 

go.                   

Dad will always love 

you-This is something 

you just know! 

So hug your DaDa, 

your Father,                       

Your Daddy, Pop or 

Dad-He’s your number 

one man today.                        

He’s the best frind 

you’ll ever have!                   

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 
 

m of night,                                          

The wisdom of the ages, 

The power of the eagle’s 

flight,                                   

The joy of a morning in 
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Recently, Becky and I 
were talking about prayer, 
not just our personal 
prayer life but more 
precisely, the power of 
prayer to transform our 
lives and this world.  I find 
it amazing that God has 
led Becky and me to find 
similar books for different 
reasons.  It may be 
possible that you have 
been directed by the Spirit 
to revisit the power of 
prayer.  Maybe this is not 
a coincidence, and it‟s 
time to get back to the 
basics.  Prayer always 
seems to be the key 
ingredient which has 
brought about revival to 
whole countries and the 
transformation of society 
and the conversion of 
everyone in the Bible.  
Check it out; the Bible has 
these promises:  “Ask and 
it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be 
open to you” (Matt. 7:7). 
“You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me 
with all your heart” (Jer. 
29:13). 
“You do not have, 
because you do not ask 
God” (James 4:2). 
“Let us then approach the 
throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we 
may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our 
time of need” (Heb. 4:16).  
Church leaders and 
preachers who are really 
doing their job get people 
to come to the throne of 
grace.  That‟s the true 
source of grace and 
mercy.  God is the One 
who supplies unlimited 
grace and power. 
 

 
Revisit the Power of Prayer 

 

 

“…Enable your servants 

to speak your word with 

boldness.” 

 

><> ><> ><> ><>  
 
Please be sensitive in 
the use of the church         
e-mail contact list 
when sending political 
and opinionated 
material. We are using 
this contact list by 
permission for church 

related information.  

Why did I bring up the 
topic on the power of 
prayer?  We are not doing 
as well with this faith and 
transforming idea as we 
think.  We have thousands 
of people in our 
communities who do not 
know Christ as their 
personal Savior.  We have 
hundreds of kids 
experimenting with drugs 
and sex and their parents 
seem clueless in knowing 
how to control their own 
kids.  We have hundreds 
of families who are 
dysfunctional to the point 
that there are no moral 
values or discipline in the 
home.  And it‟s not just the 
community.  Our churches 
seem to get off track 
toward the things that 
really matter.  These are 
not so wonderful days.  
What do you think? You 
evaluate.  Almost half of 
born again Christians and 
64 percent of Americans 
say there is no such thing 
as absolute truth.  In other 
words, the Ten 
Commandments may or 
may not be valid, Jesus 
isn‟t necessarily the only 
way to God, and the virgin 
birth and resurrection are 
seen as fantasy.   
 

Despite all those mega-

churches and the 

Christian broadcasting 

and high profile 

campaigns, the Christian 

population is not growing 

in numbers.  Church 

attendance is at a ten year 

low, even though 82 

percent of Americans 

claim to be Christians.  No 

one disagrees that our 

culture is becoming more 

violent, more 

promiscuous, and more 

racist and hateful every 

day.  So what happened 

to the church as light and 

salt in the earth?  

Yep, it‟s time for prayer.  
It‟s time for a makeover of 
the body of Jesus Christ.  
Instead of focusing on 
newness, marketing, 
lights, and glitter, we need 
to get on our knees to 
seek what God wants.  
When things got out of 
control in the first church 
during the first century, 
this is how the believers 
prayed, “Sovereign Lord… 
you made the heaven and 
the earth and the sea, and 
everything in them… Now, 
Lord, consider their 
threats and enable your 
servants to speak your 
word with great 
boldness.  Stretch out 
your hand to heal and 
perform miraculous signs 
and wonders through the 
name of your holy servant 
Jesus” (Acts 4:24, 29, 30). 
 
After they prayed, the 
place where they were 
meeting was shaken.  And 
they were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the 
word of God boldly, (see 
vs. 31).  I believe that we 
will make a different world 
by the power of God.  You 
and I should draw a circle 
around us and pray that 
God should cause a 
revival, and begin with the 
one in the circle.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I get emotional about 

God‟s word, and that we 

are all subjected to these 

kinds of feelings because 

  

 Tim’s Tub Thumping 
 

 

 



 

                                                          In God We Trust 

Join us every Wednesday 
evening for a potluck and 

Bible Study at 5:15! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
June 2009 

                                               
 
 
 
 

***************************** 

This month’s study 
is on Pentecost and 
prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 of Thank you Nameoki 

UMC for the many cards, 

gifts and joy you shared 

during the holidays!  

Pastor Tim, Becky, Chris 

and Alan Pate   

 

 

 

group is starting a new 

series studying “The Great 

Awakenings.” Please feel 

free to come in any time!  

Have a very merry 

christmasand 

heaven, hallowed be thou 

name. The kingdom 

come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass  

agaagainst us. Dnd Our e 

softball season ended on 

a good note. The church 

team came out with 11 

wins and  2  losses. 

Great Job guys!!! 

Johnny‟s Mother looked 

out the window and 

noticed him “playing 

church” with their cat. He 

had the cat sitting quietly 

and he was preaching to 

it. She smiled and went 

about her work.  

A while later she heard 

loud meowing and hissing 

and ran back to the open 

window to see Johnny 

 

 

  

Which service will you be 

attending? 

8:15 a.m. Informal Service 

9:15 Sunday school for all 

ages / Nursery provided     

10:30 a.m. Traditional 

Worship Service 

Our Service Times 

1900 Pontoon Road 
 Granite City, IL  62040 

 
PHONE: 

(618) 877-1936 
 

FAX: 
(618) 877-1937 

 
E-MAIL: 

www.nameokiumc@charterinternet
.com 
 

   

We‟re on the Web! 

See us at: 

Nameokiumc.org 

www.nameokiumc@sbcglobal.ne 

NAMEOKI UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
1900 PONTOON ROAD 

GRANITE CITY, IL  62040 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

Sunday, June 21  

                                         

The Family Tree 

The family is worth 

bragging about if it has 

consistently produced 

good timber and not just 

nuts. 
 

 

good luck.” A third child 

brought the argument to a 

close. “They use the dogs, 

“she said firmly, “to find 

the fire hydrants.”  

A 6-year-old was asked 

where his grandma lived. 

“Oh,” he said, “she lives at 

the airport, and when we 

want her, we just go get 

her. Then, when we‟re 

done having her visit, we 

take her back to the 

airport.”  

A young grandson called 

his grandma the other day 

to wish her a Happy 

Birthday. He asked how 

old she was. “62” was her 

reply. He was quiet for a 

moment, then he asked, 

“Did you start at 1?”         

Q: How do you catch a 

unique bunny?                

A: Unique up on it. 

Q: What do you call ten 

rabbits marching 

backwards?                    

A: A receding hareline. 

Q: Why are people always 

tired in April?  A: Because 

they just finished a march. 

Q: What grows between 

your nose and chin?       

A: Tulips 

Q: Do you know how 

bunnies stay in shape?    

A:  Hareobics 

Q: What did the rabbit say 

to the carrot? It‟s been 

nice gnawing ya. 

baptizing the cat in a tub 

of water. 

She called out, “Johnny, 

stop that! The cat is afraid 

of water!” Johnny looked 

up at her and said, “He 

should have thought about 

that before he joined my 

church.” 

 

Youth Group is Sunday            

2:00- 4:00   Myna Hedden 

is the Youth Director.  

Reach her at (217) 883-

9807 or e-mail @ 

mynabird572000@yahoo.

com 

Wednesday Evenings 

5:15 Potluck 

6:15 Bible Study 

Look forward to seeing 

you here! 

 

  about 

your article and ask 

yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you‟re trying to 

convey. Avoid selecting 

images that appear to be 

out of context. 

Microsoft includes 

thousands of clip art 

images that you can 

choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are 

also several tools you can 

use to draw shapes and 

symbols. 

U. S. Postage Paid 
Permit 199 
Granite City, IL 
62040 

Just for Grins 
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