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Our “old glory” has
flown over the U.s.
Capital Building in
Washington D.C.!
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The Gifts

We have started to
collect items for our
“Operation Shoebox”.
Toys, crayons,
toothbrushes, toothpaste,
clothes and just about
anything that would fit in a
shoebox, are collected
and wrapped for children
who otherwise would not
receive a Christmas gift.
These shoeboxes then
are sent all over the globe.

Our dead line for the
shoebox collection is
Sunday, November 15™.
You may make donations
to purchase gifts, paper or
postage by placing it in
your offering envelope
and marking it for the
“Shoebox Ministry.”

In Max Lacado’s book
Come Thirsty he talks
about Christmas that
comes to El Salvadore via
the shoebox.

He tells how the misty
eyed couriers describe the
excitement of delivery
day. The children’s eyes
wide as saucers as they
remove the brightly
colored wrapping paper to
find dolls, trucks, yo yos,
tooth paste, tooth
brushes, underwear and
socks. In his book he
explains that some of the

children have to be told to
open the package, they
think the brightly wrapped
box is the gift itself. “Were
no one to tell them they
would carry the box to
their dirt floored home,
place it in a prime
location, admire it, display
it, but never open it.”

Max Lacado brings up
the question, do we do the
same with Christ? “Do we
place him on the mantel of
our heart: respect him,
revere his name, but
never open his gifts?
Never dig into the box?
Never unpack his
presence on the dirt floor
of our worry and work, sin
and sorrows. He is so
willing to enter our world.”

He writes, “Unlike the
village children, you have
Christmas every day. Your
shoebox bears, not toys
and books, but God
himself!” His works, his
energy, his lordship and
his love.

Who can imagine such
gifts, who can imagine not
opening them?”

“Look! Here | stand at the
door and knock. If you
hear me calling and open
the door, | will come in,
and we will share a meal
as friends.” (Rev. 3:20)

Come Thirsty by Max
Lucado can be purchased

at Sonshine Unlimited
4025 Pontoon Road,
Granite City

Please support our local
merchants.

Many of you probably
didn’t know that our U.S.
flag we fly in front of the
church (on our new
flagpole) has flown over
the United States Capital
building in Washington!!

That's right! We have a
certificate to prove it!

Our good friend here at
Nameoki UMC, Walker
Ervin, contacted Jerry
Costello, who is a member
of the U. S. Congress and
requested the flag. Walker
has connections, you
know! ©

Thanks Walker for taking
the time to go one step
further for us!!




FY! Entertainment

Books

are here.

See Galil Fritsche

or Doris Taylor. The $30
for book is worth the
Shop & Save coupons
alone!

(%6 of each book goes
back to the church)

Tnank vou cards June Branding sends her

“Thank you for the lovely
plant and all your kindness. “
Ruth Stephens and Family

“We wish to express our
thanks and appreciation for
the gift made in memory of
Rev. William Fester.” Main
Street United Methodist Church.

“Thank you for keeping our
family in your thoughts and
prayers during our time of
need. “

Krystal & Dustin & Family

Scott and Laura Becker’s
youngest son, Nathaniel
Scott Becker was
baptized here at Nameoki
on September 6", 2009 .
Their family also includes
an older brother, Garrick.
The sponsors for
Nathaniel are Christine
Kornmeier and Jerry
Longley.

Congratulations to
Amanda Johnson and
Aaron Levi on their

The Men’s Group meets

here on the 2nd Saturday
and 4" Tuesday of the
month at 8:00 a.m. On
Saturdays they have a full
breakfast, biscuits, gravy,
eggs, bacon, the works!

Tuedays meetings consist

of donuts and coffee.

The men discuss

love and appreciation for the
prayers and cards as she
and Richard continue their
struggles. Richard has
recently been moved to
University Nursing Home in
Edwardsville.

“l would like to thank
everyone for all their prayers
and cards over the last 18
months when Steve became
ill. Thank you also for
delivering food to the house
the day Steve passed away
and also for the memorials in
Steve’s name. He would be

upcoming wedding! They
will exchange vows here
at Nameoki on the 17" of
October, 2009.

WERE YOU IN THE
YOUTH GROUP HERE
SOME 40 YEARS AGO
when Roger and Joyce
and Jim and Bonnie Ray
were UMY Leaders??
Well if so, you are invited
to join “that group” for the
10:30 a.m. worship
service on October 18" .
A reminiscing pizza party
will follow! Call Joyce
Tracey for details at
876-2567.

upcoming projects at
church. They also try to
arrange times and
workers to help those in
need from our
congregation.

Just come on out to the
meetings, or if you have
guestions feel free to call

so proud of the new choir
chairs. Thanks again for
everything.” Jenifer Spiroff

“Thanks for the cards, letters,
prayers and visits during
Carole’s illness.” Jerry Poole

“There are no words that can
say how much my church
family has meant these last
few weeks. Your prayers,
cards, visits and calls along
with God’s ever present
blessings have all helped me
on the road to recovery. A
BIG THANK YOU to each
one of you!” Lois Holsinger

A memorial service was
held on September 19"
for Wanda Herman.
Wanda had passed away
in mid August. She was
living near her daughter at
the time in South Carolina.

Wanda Herman had been
a Charter Member here
since 1972. Our sympathy
extends to her family and
friends.

Sincere condolences to
the family of Milton Talley
who died on September
25" 20009.

Dick Portell at 876-6350,
or Don Ridlen 931-5620.




Missions

The KIDS IN MISSION
collection for October
will go o UMCOR

On Monday, Sept. 21,
seventeen counties in the
state of Georgia were hit
hard by massive flooding
from severe storms
moving northeast from
the Gulf of Mexico.
About five people are
dead after Georgia
creeks and rivers burst
from days of torrential
rain. UMCOR is in contact
with the North Georgia
Annual Conference to
assist with recovery
efforts, as disaster

response personnel
assess the situation.
Cleaning buckets from
UMCOR Relief Supply are
ready to be dispatched
to areas in need.

No doubt we will need to
help replenish the supply
of flood buckets.

In the mean fime youmay /. upine 16:14 NASB

support the North
Georgia Annual
Conference during this
initial phase of recovery
with your gifts to US
Disaster Response.
UMCOR Advance
#901670. Online

Mark Your Calendar!

Volunteers are needed to
help clean the Fellowship
Hall kitchen on October
15" at 9:00am. Please
bring your own bucket,
sponges and smiles!

An OPEN HOUSE here at
Nameoki is planned for
October 24", The purpose
is to invite our friends and
nieghbors to come and
check us out! We hope to
encourage people to visit,
and inquire about the
programs that we have to
offer (Children’s Church,
VBS, Youth, Confirmation,
etc.), as well as show
them, (by way of pictures
and vidoes), as to how
much fun and fellowship

we have here at the
church. We want to invite
others to join us for
Sunday schools and
Worship services!
Volunteers are needed,
see Karen Beasley for
details.

The Annual Charge
Conference will take place
on October 25" at Trinity
UMC.

The next HOMECOMING
for Nameok is planned for
November 15". Members
and pastors from years
past will be invited to
share the afternoon with
us. See Sandy Gros to
volunteer.

contributions can be
made too, contact the
church office for details.

Thanks for sharing and
thanks to our KIDS for
collecting your change.

Let all that you do be
done in love.

Start collecting those
recipes! The Annual
Cookie Sale is Dec. 5"
Countless Christmas
parties and programs will
follow, so keep your
calendars handy!.

Tis the season!!!

Daylight Savings Time
on NovemBer 1s o
forget to set your clock




Rachel completed the
eight week Local Lay
Speaking classes with
two other Youth’s from
Nameoki in the fall of
2008.

Along with the other
youths she assists at
the barbeques, and
participates through out
the year in the fund
raisers for their group.

Getting to Know You

Have you met Rachel
Beasley? She is one of
the young adults in our
Youth Group and happens
to be the Liturgist this
month for both services.

Rachel’s parents are
Dennis and Karen
Beasley, who behind the
scene takes care of the
church sign, (among many
other things). Rachel has
2 brothers Kyle-21, and
Dennis I, who is married
to Nelli and has a
daughter named Millie.

She says her parents had
been coming here since
she was just a baby so
she has grown up here at
Nameoki. She took
confirmation classes with
Rev. Kent Lolling and
became an official
member on May 15",
2005.

Rachel is in the Marching

Band at Granite City High
School. She plays the
flute and is the section
leader, also plays in the
Wind Ensemble and Pep
band. Rachel has played
soccer for 10 years, and
is a member of the
National Honor Society at
Granite City High School.

She completed the 8 week
Local Lay Speaking
classes with two other
Youth’s from Nameoki in
the fall of 2008.

On July 26" this year she
nervously agreed to take
over the pulpit for Pastor
Tim, as he would be out of
town. There were such
rave reviews on her
message that Pastor Tim
said he was “in fear for his
position as Senior Pastor.”

When Myna Hedden
(youth leader) was asked
if she had anything to say
about Rachel. She
decribed her as, having
“an open mind, a loving
heart and a soaring spirit.”
Can’t get much better than
that!

Along with the other
youths she assists at the
barbeques, and
participates through out
the year in the fund
raisers for their group.

Rachel enjoys being in the
marching band and loves
to spend time with family
and friends. She recieves
much support too, from
her boyfriend Tom
Schildman.

She certainly has been an
asset to this church, and
we anticipate her
continueing to contribute
her love and talents in the
years to come!

What does church have to
offer me? | can worshhip you
anywhere, Lord; so, many
times in the past, when it
comes to church, | have
thought, why bother?

But | know that you designed
us for fellowship and that
means something more than
just an occasional potluck
supper. It’s your spirit in me,
responding to your spirit in
others. And it provides me
some accontability, there are
others who are urging me to
be the very best follower of
Christ that | can be. Church
gives me a place to serve
you and others, and that is
the example Jesus gave us
for how to live. And of
course, it does give me a
place to learn, worship, and
to grow in my faith-some or
all of which might not happen
outside of that setting.

Personal Prayers for
Graduates by Meribeth
Walker




Supporting
Godds

Kingdom This is
the time of year the
leaders of the church
take a look at the
revenue through our
giving and set the
budget for next year. It
is a sensitive and
responsive time and it
becomes a difficult task,
because much of our
work is bent on trying to
make things fit. With
God’s help we maintain
the full scope of our
ministries and continue
to be good stewards of
God’s gifts.

Missions: Our ministry
groups reach out in a
vast area of support.
The various women’s
circles, the youth, the
missions committee, the
quilters, and the men’s
group donate to special
projects and ongoing
support to the UM
Children’s Home, the
Cunningham Children’s
Home, the Phoenix
Crisis Center, the
Breakfast Ministry, the
Hope Fund, Good
Samaritan House,
Community Care, and
probably others not
reported here. Often
each group will donate
money to purchase
supplies and equipment
here at the church.
Don’t forget that we
donate our loose change
to at least twelve
different agencies each
year. Also, the Memorial
committee joins in the
chorus to purchase
items which beautify and
benefit the church. And
| love the spirit of the

youth with their ‘million
penny’ collection and
how they raise

money to help pay their
camp registration fees,
awesome.

The work of the Mission
Committee and our
giving to Conference
Apportionments are as
follows: Benevolence
Fund and Connectional
Giving to date is $5,472;
these two ministries
include World Service,
Conference
Benevolence or “acts of
kindness” here in our
region, and also
Congregational
Development. These
Connectional Ministries
provides resources in
the areas of the
Ministerial Education
Fund for seminary
students, the Board of
Ordained Ministry, the
Black College Fund, and
the Africa University
Fund.

Clergy Support funds
are directed specifically
for assistance to clergy,
local churches, districts,
and the General church
in facilitating the
appointment process
and caring for clergy and
local church
relationships. The total
of these two
apportionments paid so
farin 2009 is $11,554.

Programs: The Church
Council reviews our
program ministry every
other month and hopes
to continue providing
high quality
opportunities for growth,
learning, and outreach.
Your gifts thus far this

year have funded
education, worship,
music, church school
and VBS, confirmation,
and extraordinary
services and musicals to
the tune of $6,169.

Staff Support: We
have been very faithfully
served and are grateful
for the fine leadership of
all our staff. The recent
recession has left
Granite City with a very
tough situation, but if
you glance at our giving,
we are better off right
now than we were last
year at this time. Keep
up the good work. Here
are the amounts of
Salaries paid to date:
Organist - $5,964
Custodian — $5,614
Secretary - $11,856
Youth Pastor - $7,333
Pastor - $28,210

Buildings, Van, and
Grounds: With
estimated needs for
2009 being $6,900, then
we add in the utilities for
church buildings and
parsonage at $25,720,
and insurance costing
$10,650, year to date we
have spent $22,431.

Administrative Costs:
Communications,
reports, recordkeeping,
office supplies, postage,
office equipment and
maintenance,
professional fees and
charges don’t seem like
valuable areas toward
outreach, but itis
necessary to fulfill God’s
call to provide ministry.
Year-to-date these
expenses total up to
$3,489.

Other Expenses:
There are a few
employee related year-
to-date expenses that
weren’t captured in the
figures above; for
instance, Nursery -
$1,362, and the tax
liability for all employees
$2,346.

The overall picture is
that it takes a lot of
money to operate a
church and a great deal
of volunteer hours and
love to fulfill God’s
calling in our lives. We
are able only through
the grace. We are
looking at trimming back
the budget a little for
2010, so we need your
prayers to keep the
same great services
while we keep in mind
the revenue and the
fixed incomes.

It is through our support
and our prayers that
make this entire ministry
possible at Nameoki
UMC. We can’t do
anything without each
one sharing according to
how God has blessed
you.

Ti m
Thumping

s Tub



1900 Pontoon Road
Granite City, IL 62040

PHONE:
(618) 877-1936

FAX:
(618) 877-1937

E-MAIL:
www.nameokiumc@charterinternet
.com

Join the Youth Group!!
Ages 5™ grade to 12™!

We're on the Web!
See us at:
Nameokiumc.org

NAMEOKI UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1900 PONTOON ROAD

GRANITE CITY, IL 62040

Returned Service Required

Just for grins

A grandmother writes,

“I didn’t know if my
granddaughter had
learned her colors yet, so |
decided to test her. |
would point out something
and ask what color it was.
She would tell me and
was always correct. It was
fun for me, so | continued.
At last she headed for the
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The Bible Study class is
studying and discussing
the Power of Prayer.

Our Service Times

Which service will you be
attending?

8:15 a.m. Informal Service

9:15 Sunday school for all
ages / Nursery provided

door saying, “Grandma, |
think you should try to
figure out some of these,
yourself!”

My grandson was visiting
one day when he asked,
“Grandma, do you know
how you and God are
alike?” | mentally polished
my halo and | said, “No,
how are we alike,”

“You’re both old,” he
replied.

Loretta Hahn, Marsha
Watson, Thelma Lathrop,
and the Quilters, thank
you for answering the
phone for the church
office while T was on
vacation! Linda

Join us every Wednesday for
a potluck supper and Bible

Study at 5:15!

10:30 a.m. Traditional
Worship Service

Sunday Evenings
4:00- 6:00 Jr. High Youth
5:00-7:00 Sr. High Youth

Wednesday Evenings
5:15 Potluck
6:15 Bible Study

Look forward to seeing
you here!
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