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2009 will go down in many 

books as a tough year for 

the economy. Yet, here at 

Nameoki, even though we 

barely made the budget 

set for 2009, we were still 

able to accomplish some 

of our goals.  

 With help from volunteers 

and the money we had set 

aside for these projects; 

we were able to add 

another four feet to the   

front driveway, and later 
have it striped. The 
awning was erected and 

We  weathered the storms in 2009 

Goals for the new year 

Looking Ahead 

 Pastor Tim has several 

goals for us for 2010. 

He would like us to invite 

more friends, family and 

neighbors to be a part of 

our “family” here at 

Nameoki UMC.  

For those who attend 

already, he would like us 

to find new patterns to 

help people feel that they 

“belong.” 

He is excited about going 

forward with an Open 

House in the spring with 

the help of the Evangelism 

committee. Of course 

ideas and volunteers will 
be sought after. 

new drains were installed 

in the front. All this was 

from the Building Fund 

account. 

Choir chairs, a new altar 

cloth, outdoor benches 

and the new projector 

were all purchased with 

memorial money.   

The flag and flag pole 

were purchased and 

installed by our own 

Veterans from this 

congregation.                             

 A generous parishioner 

family absorbed the cost 

of the professional 

landscaping for the front 

of the church.   

Oh yeah, and several of 

our Men’s Group put a 

new roof on the garage, 

which was paid for by 

barbeque money. 

With all of us pitching in 

we were able to weather 

the storms, and still carry 

out some of our plans!  

Thank you all for your 

giving of your talents as 

well as your tithes this 

past year! 

 

 

 

 when he opened his own 
business he already had a 
base of clientel.    
                          What 
often the recipient of gifts, 
invitations and acts of 
kindness. He enoyed 
attending weddings, being 
an overnight guest in 
someone’s home or being 
a guest for a meal. He 
allowed Mary to anoint his 
feet with costly perfume, 
and did not object when 
she wiped his feet with her 
hair (John 12:2-3, NRSV). 
He even asked for and 
received a drink of water 
from the Samaritan 
woman, although Jews 
and Samaritans usually 
had nothing to do with one 
another (John 4:7, NRSV). 
     The bottom line is this: 
Be a giver, but also be a 
grateful and happy 

Tim will offer a study class 

called Network.  This 

class has to do with 

finding one’s spiritual gift.  

There is a task for all of 

us, are we fulfilling God’s 

wishes?                     

Read : 1 Corin.  12:1-31 

<><  <><  <><  <><  <><  

Among the Barbeques, 

and the Rummage Sale, 

other Fund Raisers are 

being discussed. The 

Finance Committee is 

looking into something for 

the spring, and the 

Nursery Committee hasn’t 

given up the idea of a 

Trivia Night sometime 

soon.  We can look 

forward to Myna and the 
Youth’s yearly Face 

Auction in March or April, 

and don’t forget about the 

Cookie Sale. There’s 

always some where to get 

involved! 

The Relay for Life (to 

benefit the American 

Cancer Society)  takes 

place on June 11-12. If 

you are interested, the 

Kick-Off Celebration is 

Wednesday, Jan. 27
th
 

from 6-8 at Tri-Township 

Park, Community Center, 

Upper Level.  Call         

299-2320 for details.  
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News You Can Use: 
A new Youth Center  

will be opening soon in  

Granite City at  

1815 Delmar Ave.  

For more info. please  

Call Jon Ferry or Breann 

Chastain @779-2554 or  

977-9623  (618) area code. 
 

  

“A special thanks to all who 

called, sent cards and visited 

me during my stay in the 

hospital. It was very much 

appreciated.  Thanks again, 

Mary Jo Hein 

“The Golden and Grable 

families would like to thank 

you for the beautiful plant. 

We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness during this 

difficult time.”  Bev Golden 

 

 

Thank You Cards 

 

Charlotte and Walker 

Ervin have joined the 

snowbirds and migrated to 

Florida for the winter. 

(Lucky Ducks!) We’ve 

already received a note 

from them, and they are 

doing well and send their 

regards. (They hoped it 

would be warmer, but 

Florida is having a cold 

spell too, “doesn’t it just 

figure?’) 

Our sincere sympathy to 

family and friends of Zetta  

Mell who left this life on 

Member News 

Do they ever stop? 

 

A HUGE THANK YOU 
TO MILLE CLEMENTS                
Among the many things 

Millie Clements did and 

does for the church and 

the community, is that she 

had been a member of the 

Granite City Cluster of 

Churches for nearly 25  

years; at least 10 years as 

 

 
 

 

Thanks to all the host and 

hostess, the youth and all 

that helped make the Annual 

Christmas Party a success! 

Karen Beasley and Carla Taylor 

A huge thanks to everyone 

who donated to the food 

baskets and to the Nance 

family for taking on that 

mission!  

Thanks to the members of all 

the choirs and choir directors 

for the beautiful music 

throughout the holiday 

season. 

Much gratitude to Becky and 

Tim Pate for the children’s 

program & Santa Night, both 

events were awesome. Also 

thanks to Lori Barlow & 

Kathy Moyer, the Ironsun 

ladies and the many 

volunteers who helped with 

Santa Night.  

Address Chan ges      
Betty & Dave Funk              
2711 Center St. Apt. A  
Granite City, IL  62040 

Charlotte & Walker Ervin 
(temporary address)          
1268 Monticello Dr.           
Daytona Beach, FL  32119 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Humor 

Decorating for Dummies 

I hope you’ll heed this good 

advice and not just try to 

wing it. 

I’ve found it’s best to pop the 

corn before you try to string 

it! 

Toy Joy 

My eyes are blurred, my 

brain is mush, My hands 

begin to tremble.  

I fell for those deceitful 

words:  Easy to assemble!” 

 

              2415 Pine St.                            

Granite City, IL  62040    

   

        

 

    

undertaking could not be 

done without everyone 

pitching in! 

Thanks to all those who 

gave of their time to 

attend the Forged in the 

December 5
th
. Zetta had 

been a member here 

since 2001 and is sadly 

missed by all. 

Our condolences to the 

Taylor family.  Nadene 

Taylor passed away on 

December 19
th
. 

Our prayers go out to the 

Craycraft family on the 

loss of Pauline Craycraft 

on Christmas Day. She is 

the sister of Emma Portell.   

Our sympathy to Brenda 

Robles, on the loss of her 

father, Kenneth Hart, who 

passed away on 

December 24
th
. He was a 

former member here at 

Nameoki UMC. 

Our sympathy is shared 

with the Davenport family 

on the loss of Ryan and 

Anisha Davenport’s twins, 

on January 9th. Anisha 

was 19 weeks pregnant. 

Another granddaughter, 

Savannah Nunn has a 

serious illness and is still 

on our prayer list. Please 

remember their entire 

family in your prayers. 

 

followed in the fellowship 

hall. What a great couple! 

Marilyn and Albert Heaton 

also celebrated their 50
th
 

wedding anniversary on 

November 14
th
. 

Congratulations! 

Nameoki UMC hosted a 

“Homecoming” on 

November 15
th
.                

Rev. Dr. Kent Lolling gave 

the 10:30 am message 

titled “Harvest of 

Judgment, Harvest of 

Hope”. Rev. Leroy and 

Vera Pittman, and Rev. 

secretary. She has 

decided to retire from her 

post, to be involved in 

more Bible Study classes.  

(She’s already in five.) 

Millie also helps out at  

Faith in Action, the 

Breakfast Ministry and 

tutors adults at the Granite 

City library,  besides the 

many hats she wears here 

at the church. She is truly 

a disciple and a valuable 

asset to this community 

and Nameoki UMC.  
Thanks Millie for all you 

have done for the 

Cluster and all you 

continue to do for 

Nameoki UMC and the 

community! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

The Messenger  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

  
 
  

The KIDS IN MISSION 

collection for January 

will go to Native 
American Fellowship-
Dayspring United 
Methodist Church, East 
Peoria, IL 

Their mission is to share 

Native American 

traditions and spirituality 

and the teachings of 

Jesus Christ in an 

intertribal community 

welcome to all.  

Rev. Carol Leakota Eastin 

is the founding pastor.       

The church is a log cabin 

church built with help 

Missions 

For Your Information 

 

     A farmer owned an old 

mule that fell into a well. 

After assessing the 

situation, the farmer 

reluctantly concluded that 

neither the mule nor the 

well was worth saving. 

Instead, he called his 

neighbors together and 

enlisted them to help bury 

the old mule in the well 

and put him out of his 

misery. 

    Initially the old mule 

was frantic, but as the dirt 

kept hitting his back, 

something happened. It 

dawned on the mule that 

every time a shovel load 

landed on his back, he 

should SHAKE IT OFF 

SHAKE IT OFF AND STEP IT UP - A story of perseverance 

 

 
 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ "ÅÌÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÓÕÍÅ  

practice on February 17th. 

 

 
 

from volunteers around 

the Midwest. Their 

dedication celebration 

was may 26, 2009. People 

from all over the country 

came to worship.  

The church helps Native 

Americans keep in touch 

with their heritage while 

worshiping with their God 

and our God. We all 

worship the same God.  

 

FYI:  Even though the 

finances were tough this 

year, Nameoki was right 

on target with our 

mission giving of 10% of 

our budget for 2009. 

In 2010 Pastor Timõs goal 

is to step it up to at least 

12%.  So òkeep up the 

good work,ó and let us 

remember we are giving 

not only to help those in 

need but to advance 

Godõs Kingdom!       

     

Donõt give reluctantly or 
in response to pressure. 
For God loves the person 
who gives cheerfully.  

-2 Corinthians 9:7 NLT 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Admission $10/person, 
Up to 8 people per table 

Table Decorating Contest 

AND STEP UP!  This he 

did, blow after blow. 

Shake it off and step 

up…shake it off and step 

up. No matter how painful 

the blows or how 

distressing the situation, 

the old mule fought panic 

and just kep right on 

SHAKING IT OFF AND 

STEPPING UP! 

     Before long , the old 

mule, batterd and 

exhausted stepped 

triumphntly through the 

mouth of that well. What 

seemed like it would bury 

him, actually helped him… 

all because of how he 

handled his adversity.  

Life is like that. But, if we 

refuse to surrender our 

problems to bitterness, or 

panic, the advesities that 

come along to bury us can 

possess the potential to 

benefit us. 

(copied) 

 

 

 “The difference between 

a successful person and 

others is not a lack of 

strength, not a lack of 

knowledge, but rather a 

lack of will.” 

Vince Lombardi 
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My name is Gail 
Fritzsche, and I was 
born in Granite City in 
1950. My family moved 
from Nevada Avenue to 
Amos Avenue in 1954, 
when my parents,Ben 
and Vivian Forshee 
finished building our 
home. I don’t remember 
attending any church 
other than Nameoki, 
because my mother 
transferred her 
membership from 
Dewey Avenue to this 
church shortly after our 
move. My brother, 
Gary, and I were lucky 
to grow up as members 
of Nameoki’s family. 

I have many memories 
of very special Sunday 
school teachers: Pat 
Baumberger, Thera 
Earney, Linda Herman, 
Virginia Carroll, and 
Ralph Bailey, Bill 
Herman leading 
opening exercises 
before we went to our 
respective classes, past 
Christmas programs, 
George Chapman’s 
fabulous spaghetti 
dinners, ice-cream 
socials, bazaars, Rod 
Key’s strong voice, and 
of course Bible School 
during the summer. 

Getting to know you 

 
My brother Gary, and I 

were lucky to grow up 

as members of 

Nameoki’s family. 

 

 

  

I don’t know if it was 

the first double 

wedding at our 

church, but I do know 

it was the first one 

that Kent had 

preformed. 

 

 Christkindl or the Christ 

Child who arrives 

bearing gifts.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many friendships 
formed at Nameoki that 
I have shared for over 
50 years. 

Reverend Fester 
performed Raymond 
and my wedding at 
Nameoki in 1973. Our 
daughters Colleen, and 
Brenda were also 
married at Nameoki in 
2006. Reverend Lolling 
performed their 
ceremony. I don’t know 
if it was the first double 
wedding at our church, 
but I do know it was the 
first one that Kent had 
preformed. Based upon 
the happy years Ray 
and I had together, I am 
certain our girls couldn’t 
have started their 
marriages a better 
wasy.  

 I usually attend the 
early service, and now 
that I am retired from 
teaching, am also 
involved in other church 
activities. The past two 
years Luan, Erla, and 
Jean have been 
teaching me to quilt. I’m 
slow, but they are 
patient. Our group is 
growing and I 
recommend it to 
anyone who wants to 
learn. I also enjoy 

spending time with 
friends, reading, 
gardening, attending 
musicals and movies, 
and traveling when I get 
the chance. 

THANKS TO OUR 
WATER WADERS! 

As many of you know, 
through the recent 
weeks we have had 
continueous puddles of 
water seep up through 
the basement floor of 
the church.   We have 
yet to figure out exactly 
why, other than the 
water table in Granite 
City is so high right now.  

 A number of our 
members came out to 
lend a hand. Some moved 
things so they didnõt get 
wet, others took shifts 
to come and vacuum up 
the puddles. Hopefully, 
weõve seen the end of it, 
but it makes us worry 
what Spring has in store 
so keep your shop vac 
and waders handy. Thank 
you again for helping us  
òweather the storms!ó 

  

willingness to come and 
help out 

 

 sleigh pulled by the 

Julbocker, the goats of 
Thor, and god of 
thunder. Elves, called 
the JUUL Niesse, hide 
in the attics of families 
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A few weeks ago I 
watched a show on 
television sponsored by 
National Geographic 
regarding the global 
positioning of earth in our 
galaxy.  I listened closely 
and heard what I thought 
was a consistency of 
God’s pattern for an 
orderly world with a 
purpose.  It was by 
design, a master plan that 
God made all things in the 
universe that you and I 
might find abundant life 
and find a relationship 
with the Lord so we can 
enjoy eternal life.   
 
God has a master plan to 
dwell in each of us and it 
started with our Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  But, before 
he could make you and 
me, he had to make a 
plan, a plan for us to 
survive in a massive and 
hostile universe.  Here is 
what God did, even before 
he breathed life into us.  
He did these things, and 
better than that, I want to 
tell you why God did all 
this planning and creating. 
 
Are you aware that the 
earth and the sun have a 
relationship?  The sun 
gives off solar radiation 
and heat.  We are 
positioned just exactly at 
the spot of perfect 
distance from the sun to 
create and sustain life.   
 
The earth also tilts on its 
axis helping us with our 
seasons. Scientists call 
this tilt and orbit condition 
perfectly Goldie Locks, 
meaning not too hot and 
not too  

Global Positioning in Our Galaxy 

 

 

This new altar tablecloth 

was donated in memory 

of Dixie Roe by her 

family. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Gifts to support this 

crusade can be sent to: 

Awakening ô09 

cold.   Life would not have 
started if the earth’s 
distance from the sun 
were different or if we 
didn’t have this perfect 
tilting process every year.  
For me that shows 
intention from some 
higher power. 
 
You most likely have 
heard about the tectonic 
plates.  You can imagine 
that the crust of the earth 
is like a very thin skin 
floating on a big ball of 
molten rock.  Where 
plates diverge, hot, 
molten rock rises and 
cools adding new material 
to the upper crust of the 
earth.   
 
Life would not have 
started if the earth’s core 
were different than it is 
and have a heating and 
cooling process occurring 
all the time.  For me that 
shows intention from a 
higher power.  Something 
is consistent here. 
 
The global positioning in 
our solar system is 
essential for more than 
just temperature and 
radiation; it produces the 
right balances of needed 
materials.  God has 
fashioned a plan for things 
to balance and remain 
renewable.  Oxygen and 
carbon dioxide remain in 
balance because of our 
global positioning.  Life is 
sustained because of the 
renewable resources from 
the ocean and the green 
earth.  Photosynthesis, if 
you recall, is the process 
by which carbon dioxide is 
changed into much 

needed oxygen.  Without 
photosynthesis we would 
run out of oxygen and 
could not live.  I am 
convinced that this act of 
creation was not by 
accident, but by design. 
 
Did you also know that the 
planet Jupiter is globally 
positioned to become our 
large incinerator?  Many 
of the comets and killer 
asteroids that could 
impact the earth are 
attracted, consumed and 
burned up in Jupiter.  The 
earth’s positioning in our 
galaxy is called the 
inhabitable zone by 
scientist.  I have shared all 
this science stuff to make 
one thing very clear.  God 
looked at the planet earth 
which he made, and in the 
fullness of time, God sent 
forth his Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh. 
 
God said they need a 
savior, for without him 
they would remain lost to 
my love and design.  So 
I’ll send my son.  “Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call him 
Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with 
us” (Matthew 1:23).  God 
makes the earth an 
inhabitable zone by 
creation and by his love 
for you and me.   
  
“You are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from 
their sins.”  Now, that’s 
what I call global 
positioning; we have 
found favor with God. 
 

 

money to help pay their 
camp registration fees, 
awesome. 
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   Custodian – $5,614 
   Secretary - $11,856 
   Youth Pastor - $7,333                       
   Pastor - $28,210 
 
Buildings, Van, and 
Grounds:  With estimated 
needs for 2009 being 
$6,900, then we add in the 
utilities for church buildings 
and parsonage at $25,720, 
and insurance costing 
$10,650, year to date we 
have spent $22,431. 
 

Administrative Costs:   

Communications, reports, 

recordkeeping, office 

supplies, postage, office 

equipment and maintenance, 

professional fees and 

charges don’t seem like 

valuable areas toward 

outreach, but it is necessary 

to fulfill God’s call to provide 

ministry.  Year-to-date these 

expenses total up to $3,489. 

 



 

                                                          In God We Trust 

 
Join us every Wednesday for 
a potluck supper and Bible 

Study at 5:15! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return Service Requested 
 

Jan uary 2010  

                                               
 
 
 

***************************** 

The Bible Study class is 

studying and discussing 

the power of prayer. 

Come join us! 

 

 

 

 

 of Thank you Nameoki 

UMC for the many cards, 

gifts and joy you shared 

during the holidays!  

Pastor Tim, Becky, Chris 

and Alan Pate   

 

 

 

group is starting a new 

series studying “The Great 

Awakenings.” Please feel 

free to come in any time!  

Have a very merry 

christmasand 

heaven, hallowed be thou 

name. The kingdom 

come, thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass  

agaagainst us. Dnd Our e 

softball season ended on 

a good note. The church 

team came out with 11 

wins and  2  losses. 

Great Job guys!!! 

During an examination a 
rookie officer was asked 
what strategy he would 
use to disperse a 
threatening crowd. òI 
would take up a 
collection,ó he wrote. 

 

 

  

Which service will you be 

attending? 

8:15 a.m. Informal Service 

9:15 Sunday school for all 

ages / Nursery provided 

Our Service Times 

1900 Pontoon Road 
 Granite City, IL  62040 

 
PHONE: 

(618) 877-1936 
 

FAX: 
(618) 877-1937 

 
E-MAIL: 

www.nameokiumc@charterinternet
.com 
 

 
 

Join the Youth Group!!         

Ages 5th grade to 12th! 
  

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

Nameokiumc.org 

www.nameokiumc@sbcglobal.ne 

NAMEOKI UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
1900 PONTOON ROAD 

GRANITE CITY, IL  62040 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A missionary heard about a 
native who had five 
wives.óYou are violating a 
law of God,ó he said, òso you 
must go and tell four of 
those women they can no 
longer live here or consider 
you their husband.: The 
native thought a few 
moments, then said, òMe 
wait here. You tell òem.ó  

 

 

Merry 
Christmas ! 

From the staff at 
Nameoki UMC  

Pastor Tim, Myna, Jenifer, 
Linda B, Marilyn, Tammy 
and Linda A. 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 11th 

is Veteranõs Day! 

 

 

 

 

Ring Bear.” 

 

 

A Sunday school teacher 

asked her little children, 

as they were on the way 

to church service, “And 

why is it necessary to be 

quiet in church?”  

One bright little girl 

replied, “Because people 

are sleeping.” 

          zzzzzzzzzz  

 

       Did you know it’s a 

sin for a woman to make 

coffee?  Yup, it’s in the 

Bible. It says..”He-brews” 

 

 

Bumper sticker seen on 
the van of Msgr. Joseph 
P. Dooley, pastor of St. 
Roccoõs Church, Martins 
Creek, PA: 

IF YOU LOVE JESUS, 
TITHE!                
ANYONE CAN HONK! 

 

10:30 a.m. Traditional 

Worship Service 

Sunday afternoons 

2:00- 4:00 Youth Group 

 

Wednesday Evenings 

5:15 Potluck 

6:15 Bible Study 

Look forward to seeing 

you here! 

 

  about 

your article and ask 

yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message you’re trying to 

convey. Avoid selecting 

images that appear to be 

out of context. 

Microsoft includes 

thousands of clip art 

images that you can 

choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are 

also several tools you can 

use to draw shapes and 

symbols. 
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